
" ' RAPID TRANSIT.

Gleam* of Hope in the Present and
the Near Future.

.

I Extension of the Elevated Railroad in Greenwioh
Street.A Specimen Ride.Operations To Be
at Onee Begun Upon the Gilbert Rail*
road.The Route Laid Out and the
Capital Ready.What It Looka
Like.Prospects of Its Rapid
Completion.The Fourth
Avenue Improvement

That fretful impatience and readiness to look at
the gloomiest side of tilings, which so muny philosophershave remarked as being among the most
conspicuous traits of the human mlud, have bceu

* rarely more plulnly displayed than In the matter of
'

rapid transit Talk to the average citizen upon
this subject and he will at once dolefully tell you
that he doesn't believe we shall ever have anything

. 4 bet ter than the stages and cars fn which wc arc
'

most of us now condemned to pass a tenth, and perhapsevon au eighth of our waking existence, and
wluoh constitute, in discomfort and positive physicalsuffering, so lively a picture of tho horrorsor purgatory: while even If we ever do,
it will be at much too remote a date
in the far future to have more than a
speculative interest for tho present generation.
Yet how far this is from the truth! An instalment
of one rapid transit lino Is now actually running
for a length of about three miles at least, and two
other projected schemes are being pushed rapidly
forwiirrl Aflft Af urhisvli will liowa fft Kft AAmMlafA,!

, v-w T*uvw nut UWTO »« l/V CU1U|II<]IIVU
from the Battery to Forty-second street, nnder

, pain of the lorfeitnrc of Its charter, within a periodof seventeen months from this present
writing.

TUB BLBVATED RAILROAD.
Probably not more than a tenth of onr citizens

have ever availed themselves of the elevated railroad,which after surviving so many vicissitudes of
fortune and explosions or popular ridicule, Is now
carrying dally some two or throe thousandpassengers. There are many things
against U.its apparent perils, Its fitful
timetable, its adhesion to the "early closing"

, movement, and the desolate and poverty-stricken
air which seems to cling about its stations. But
these are mere trifles. The danger Is probably
little, If any, greater than on a surface road and

k the coaches are passably comfortable if they are
. not positively luxurious. And a trial is enough to

convince anyone that It is infinitely and immeasurablysuperior in point of speed and convenience
to the horse oars. Just now, Indeed, when bloek'ades occnr hourly even in the widest avenues, and
car passengers, after waiting patiently for a quarterof an hour within half a mile of their (lest,inn.
Uon, are frequently obliged to gel out and, climbingover a mountain or soiled snow and then
wading through a swamp of loc-cold water.
and they are lucky If they do not tumble
Jui tbo journey.make the best of their
way home over dangerously slippery pavements,the advantages of the new road to any one thatlives wiVntu a few blocks of its route are especiallyobvious.

i A NKW STATION
/ has mat been opened at Morris street, within a

« block of the Battery; and one can now, therefore,either start upiownwnrd from there or from the
corner of Dey and Greenwich streets, which for a
long time previously had been the terminus, as
It is still the downtown headquarters or the road.
The stairway is not very inviting, but it is kept
(Tee from the usual coating of ice, and, arrived on
the platform, you find yourself In the midst oi a
prowd of perhaps two hundred people. Frequently,
indeed, towards the close of the afternoon, the
throng is so great \hat the ofllcials close the- gate
and turn away Intending passengers,* as it is

.one of the fixed and unalterable rules of the companythat there shall be no more people carried
than can be seated in the coaches. Ia a little
while the train, consisting of two coaches and a
small dummy engine, comes swiftly along, making
comparatively no noise at all, at the worst not
more than a stage clattering over the stones of
Broadway. The coaches are rather curiously constructed,the main body between the wheels being
let down very near the rails, while at each end
there is a sort of upper apartment. This probably
gives the vara a firmer grip upon the track and

. pisTnimrrvs THE WT:;QHT»
"Bo as to pteveiuTRnnuilT as^fissible tjj^t vibration ;
from hUc to siac wmcn inaicates a greater o» ie»s

degree of top-heaviness. Each car seats
shout seventy-live people, and sometimes
there are besides half a dozen or so
of accidental "standees." As yon sit Inside
the coach, there is at first a rather curious sense of
Insecurity. The cars seem resting upon nothing,
and, as you look down through the windows into
the street, you notice that you will have an un-
pleasantly long distance to fall in the event 0/ a
disaster. But before you have bad time to get
3cared enough to retreat, there comes the well-

' Known signal of "All aboard." the conductor looks
out from the rear of the engine Along the road as
though it were just possible that there might be 1
something on the track, or oven that tlft track had I
'lUMHfl '[nwn altogether, and then, without any
warning b£U, such as jou have been accustomed
to in your previous journeys behind the iron horse,
the train begins slowly to move along at a level
lust a little higher than the second story of
the bouses along the route. Much has
been written about the straugencm of a
first journey on a London railroad "over
the rooftops" and among the huge stacks of clum-

r rncys which are the one great, picturesque feature
f domestic architecture in Cockncydom, but it

tfiiay be doubted whether
AN EXCURSION

along this new city railroad does not surpass it in
interest. On the rooftops there is nothing to tie
seen, alter all, except now and then a plump ser-
vaut moving among a wilderness of clothes props

, and damp linen, or a cote of pigeons, or a ilock of
swallows, or "something of that sort, you know,"
and these objects soon grow tame and monotonous.
But to be gilted with what practically amounts to
the power of Asmodeus and to look into the secrets
of the second story rooms of a New York street,
that, is indeed worth a ten cent stamp, especially
as most or the inhabitants are of the poorer classes
of society and take the chances of being discovered
at their domestic occupations with a nonchalance
and indltferencc that are, to say the least of it,
somewhat surprising. But

THK Sl'ERS
at winch you are borne along prevents these
glimpses Into private life from being more than
momentary. For, after vou have once left the sta-
tton, the. engine plods forward with an earnestness
and vigor that strikes a horse-car passenger dumb
with amazement. From Dev to Canal the Journey
takes exactly live minutes; from Canal to Twelfth
is another five minutes; iroin Twelfth to Twentyfirst,Htroet Is only a matter of less than three
minutes more, and you reach the present terminus
of the road uptown at the Hudson River depot in
something less ihan twenty minutes. Surely, this is,
indeed, au earnest of a brighter future.
A lew words must now he said aboat the rnnnlng

of the cars over the curious structure wmcu lorms
the track and its support. The jumping at the cud
of each rail which we hare all noticed in riding"
over an ordinary surface road 1b much more dls-
ttnet, hut the jump takes place at each
post. You are plainly being transported along
a line or tending rails, and though the declension

, l« very slight It fs enough to be unpleasantly perceptibleand suggestive of possible mishaps. The
officials. however, are confident ef ?L>e safety oj
the road, and smile when you talk of the chances
o: a broken rail.

I't K8KNT CONDITION AND PROSPECTS.
This line began running as far back as the 20th

April, 1871, but lor a long time its rolling stock
was a single dummy, and there was no serious attemptto begin passenger traffic In earnest until a
much more recent period. Even now there are
only about twentv-iour trains each way dally, aDd
.is thev run to rouuect with the time table of t he
Hudson Itlver road there Is sometimes an hour
between the trains. On the 1st of February, however,the company hope to begin making
trips every dltecn minutes. At present
there are only six coaches and two dummies,
but another dummy will be put on the
track this week and before the end of next week
two more coaches and still another dnmmy, matingin all foor trains. Even at present as many as
J. tan passengers have been carried in a single (lay,
and in a single month nearly forty thousand. This,
at. ten cents a passenger, ought to begin to pay appreciabledividends, for the expenses of the road
cannot be very heavy as it is now run. It is
claimed, however, that no less than a million and a
Tmlf ol dollars have been expended altogether In
kis construction and In tbe various experiments
that have been made upon It" running power, one
of which, the endless chain principle, was a very
costly raiiure. And upon this enormous capital of
course a satisfactory dividend would renutre enorxnousreceipts. The success achieved has, how,ever, sufficiently enconraged the proprietors to indnoethem to continue the Hue to the Harlem
'.River. This work. It Is promised will be begun
next Spring.

TUB fllI.nF.RT ELEVATED ROAD.
Another road which will be commenced at once

ts that for which llr. Gilbert holds a charter, and
, for which, only about a month ago, the commlsaloneracompleted the task of determining and layingout tbe route. The charter reads that the road

must be begun down town aud finished as far as
- Forty-second street wlttiln a year and a half after

the route which It Is to lobow lias been decided upon;
and as large snms have ulre.wly been expended
ipon the achomo. it. is only reasonable to believe

NEW YO]
that the company wtll ilo the best thoycento
avoid the risk of the forfeiture of their privileges.
Originally, the road wes intended to lie worked t».v
Jiacuuiauc power, but tinn has been abandoned
n deference to the existing prejudice anout. its impracticability.This, howoyer, is a mere matter of
detail, which haa not uuich adectea the original
plan. The road is to run right round the city,
starting from the City Hall on out side and the
Battery on the other, with a continuation of the
west side track as far as Uiugsbrtdae, along the
western margiu of the Harlem itiver. There is a
double track each way, and each train of cars
makes the complete circuit 01 the city. Tims there
will be lu all about twenty miles of road to be
built.

WHAT IT UK>*H IIUS
In the olllce of the company which has been

formed for the carrying out of this scheme I hero
is a beiuitilully executed model of the projectedroad, and the promoters 01 the plan, of course,promise that the road shall be as graceful in
appcarunce as its miniature prototype.The plan consists of a series of iron arches, span-
uiiik nn" oiivti ai iiin-rvBih ui U'toill HlXTy-SIX ICCl
apart (thus taking about three to a block), with a
transverse arched girder, leav'ng the centre of the
space between the girder and the arch free for the
track. The height of the arch la forty-tivo feet,and of the girder twenty-live feet from the ground.The pillars which form the roots ol the arch, and
which ore oi wrought irou, rest in cast-iron
sockets, which arc let into the edge of the sidewalk.These sockets are four feet square and three
feet deep. The space between the pillars across
the street Is sixty-two lert. The tracks are laid
on an open truss lattice girder, and take
up twenty feet ol space. They are lour
feet eight and a half inches wide, the regulargauge. They are laid directly on wooden
cros.itlcs, thus, it is claimed, securing comparative
noise less 11ess and avoiding the terrible clamor
which would uriso if iron were employed for the
purpose. 8uch are too main features ol the generalstructure oontomplat<>d by this scheme.

A l'NKUMATIO FAKCK1. DKIJVKIIY.
Mindful, however, of the puoumatlo idea which

was one of its principal features, Dr. (Ulbet t has
determined to havo at least small pneumatic, tunnelsat each side of the truck, capable of transportinglittle trains of parcels and newspapers. These,he claims, can be carried from the City Hall to liarlentin three minutes, and thus the evening papers,
which sutler now, perhaps, more even than the
morning dallies by the time consumed in reaching
the upper end of the island, may be distributed all
over tne islaud while they are yet damp trom the
press. Should this paro.ol delivery prove a success
room may be louud about the structure lor additionaltunnels, one ot which might, indeed,
have a diameter of as much as three or four feet.
Tne cost of working them will, it is oonlideutly believed,be very slight. The Doctor is one of the
few who have faith in the coming future when the
IIrualu will be circulated in Cincinnati on the
samo morning that It is published. Some revenuo
Is also expected to now into the coffers or the companyfrom the use by the telegraph companies of
t heir arches instead of the ugly wooden poles which
now deface the streets.

ITS OUST.
The great trouble about this road is that, Uke

almost everything else greatly needed, it will cost
a great deal of money. The estimated outlay for
construction alone is $700,000 a mile, pr, In round
figures, $ 15,000,000 for the entire length or the road.
Then the rolling stock will cost another round sum of
money, especially as it m expected that trains will
be run every minute, lint there is said to be now
no difllculty in raising the necessary capital, and
that the work is to be pushed ahead as soon as the
surveys are completed, which will be in a week or
two,

THK FOURTH AVKMIK I MI'lltl VKMKNT.
It should not be forgotten, either, that work is

vigorously going on upon Commodore Vandernilt's
road. The Fourth avenue Improvement consists
of three sections, one taking in from Forty-tilth to
Forty-ninth street, another comprising from Fortyninthtn Idnvantu-niiiHi u »»»«! »»- »*imt

Seventy-ninth to the Harlem Klver. Upon the llrst
work has been processing lor the past six months,
and the contracts lor as mucn ol the lust
as Is contained between Seventy-ninth and
Mnety-sixty streets have been already made
and are now being carried out. The
section from Porty-ninth to Seventy-ninth street
will be begun so soon as satisfactory contracts can
be made tor it, ami bids lor Hit: work will be received011 Monday next. The rumors that the protecthad been abanuoncd are greatly ridiculed by
the officials who are carrying out the scheme, and
so long as they can point to snch operations us are
being carried 011 above Seventy-ninth street the
public will believe them, tlcre two tunnels are
being dug out, one upon each side of the avenue,
and though no one seems to know exactly how
many men are at work there, there are enough to
show that some one is very much in earnest about
getting the work llnislied.

THE DORRINGTON HOMICIDE.
Coroner's Investigation.Verdict Against

Lawler.His Release on Bail.
Coroner Young yesterday held an inquest at the

Twenty-eighth precinct station house in the case
of John J. Dorrington, the young man, late or 04
Charlton street, who died some days ago in UellevueHospital from the effects of violence alleged to
have been received at the hands of James Lawler
during a quarrel in 'lie barroom corner or Spring
and Washington streets, early 011 the morningof the lath uit., as heretofore reported.
Deceased, who was very drurk, and one or two
others were in the barroom, and meeting Lawler,
then quite sober, picked a quarrel with him, duringwhich Dorrington, as shown by reliable witnesses,struck Lawler in the face with his list.
Lawler, who appears to be quite a respectable
man, in defending himself struck and kicked his
assailant about the head and body.
Below will be found a brief synopsis ©r the most

important evidence elicited beforo the coroner and
KllC JU»J .

THE EVIDENCE.
Alonzo Iflrkpatrick*, of as; iladson street, deposedthat he was acqumnted with John Dorrlngtonand James Lawler, and was present at, a tight

between them on the night of the loth ultimo at
the public house 01 Cyrus Olmsted, corner of Spring
and Washington streets; Dorrington was very
drunk and tell on the floor, when Lawler commencedkicking and striking turn; Olmsted said,
"He (Dorringtoni has been looking lor light; now

glye it to him;'" Lawler then grabbed a pitcher
from the counter and «nade three blows at him;
the lirst struck the counter, the second struck his
back and the third hit his head; Dorrington
said, "Don't do that; I give in;" Dorringtongot up and said, "Oh, my God!"
and fell senseless on the stoop, where
he lav five minutes; he then got up and started oir
alone to the station heuse; Dorrington had taken
a lew drinks, but was uot very drunk; saw no blows
struck except by Lawler.
James Clark, of No. 81 King strcer, deposed to

facts substantially the same as those sworn to by
the first witness.
John Malcolm, of No. 56 Vandam street, said that

he, hearing a rap for assistance, ran into the public
house aud saw Dorrington on the floor and Lawler
on him: deceased said, "I.et me up, I'll stop;"
when deceased got up he said. "I'll eat
you," and rnshed for Lawler and clinched,
and deceased fell heavily on the floor;
Lawler said deceased was biting his leg
and kicked him, and then taking a pitcher from
the counter struck at him three times; two of the
blows took effect on the body of deceased; Mr.
Olmsted took the pitcher from Lawler; deceased
was a v»>r.v ugly man wncn unniK; no wax very
much tinder the influence of liquor at that time;
after the light Dorrington got np, and going out
lay down on the stoop; he soon got up and walked
up ^prlntr street.
John McDonald, bartender for Mr. Olmsted, testifiedthat deceased commenced the assault by

striking Lawler the lirst blow In the race or on the
bead, and believed Lawyer acted In self-defence.
Cyt us Olmsted, proprietor of the place where the

flgbt occurred, came down slatrs by request and
found Lawler holding Dorrlitgion till a policeman
snottid coae au«l arrest him: Lawler said, "I am

J sober and am right and cannot help myself;" Dorirington being released made at l,awler and struck
him In thCiacc; Lawler was compelled to defend
himself. an<'. in the struggle Dornngton fell and
laiwler fell partly on bim and then commenced to
kick at him; Lawler picked up the pitcher and
made passes at deceased to defend himself; considerthat Lawler aeted In self-defence; think It
was necessary to disable the deceased in order to
get awav irom him.
Mr. Olmsted positively denied urging Lawler to

assault deceased, as testified to by the witness
Kirkpatrick, whose arrest for perjury was urged
upon C'orouer Young by Lawler.
Deputy Coroner Marsh, who made the post-mor'tern examination, testified that pyemia, the result

of Injuries, was t he cause of death,
i The jury rendered-a verdict against Lawler, and,
owing to the circumstances of the case. Coroner
Young decided to release liirn on giving fi.noo ball.
Tne witness Kirkpatrick was sent to the House

of Intention, but will be released, he executing a
ball laind to insure his fntnre appearance.

It was erroneously stated aftar the occurrence
that Lawler had run away, but feeling himself Jus<tlfled In what he had done be remained at borne all
the time.

THE MAYOR'S 0FFI0E8.
The offices of the Alayor are undergoing t com

plete reconstruction or rather a restoration to t hai
appearance which nicy manifested some years ago
The nuniimr or callers greatly increases, and it re

quires all the vigilance of the ini-ssuiig>Ts to keej
Ills Honor rroiu the invasion or quite an aralancht
of visitors. The Mayor artnores to liis formei
practice, when Mayor previously, of performing tin
marriage ceremony, and consequently he has hem
called upon every day since be nan attended at th<
oitlces of the Chief Magistrate of the city to oper
ate In this wise, yesterday he hound togethoi

I two couples in ttao bonds of holy matrimony.

IK HKEALD. SATURDAY,
TOE CEETRE STREET aSLOCMJST.

All the Evidence In.The Jury Want an AdjournmentUntil Monday.Tlie Coroner Compromisesby Allowing Them to Dine.The
Verdict a Sweeping One and Many
Persons Censored, While Some
ArePuffed.Who Wants a Positionin the FireDepartmentChildren'sOfferings to

a Victim's Friends.

Coroner nerrman yesterday resnme.l t lie inquest
In the ease of the victims by the Are at the Caxton
Huitding, a lien Walter W. Adams, or the lluildlng
Department, was recalled and testified that he survoyedthe building alter the flro of 1870 and foiiud
cotiHiderable injury to fixtures. The Arc originated
on the tlrst Aoor and got up by a hatchway la the
rear. The witness dosenbod at considerable length
the condition of the building after that tiro, lie
found the lumber on the first Hour, where the heat
wai greatest, not charred more than to the extent
of a fourth ol an inch. Witness examined the walls
and found they wore not affected by the fire.
The stock of the New York Printing Companywas very heavy. Witness had examined the
building alter that, wncn the machinery was in

motion, and found it to vibrate; in his opinion this
was due to its sluuding alone, hut hail it not been
built so well It would have shaken more. In his
opinion ttie wall tell ho soon in consequence or the
heavy weight in the bulldlug and the inflummablc
substance in It, and an noon as cold water was

played upon the Iron columns they snapped and
the walls fell In consequence. If he hail the power,
witness said, he would compel all employers to instructtheir hands as to the means of oscapc in
case of lire, and restrict the use of bemsiue and
other inflammable substances. The law or 1868
would require the second story wail to be four
inches thicker; according to the present law the
walls are roqulrcd to be sixteen Inches in thickness.
This closed the testimony, when the Coroner addressedthe jnry, dwelling upon the evidence given

by the dill'erent witnesses ami suggesting to the
jury the points which they should especially note,
lie dwelt with much stress upon the unsafe conditionof the ladder, the use of benzine by boys,
whose names wore unknown to their employers;
the fact that while there was a tank with water In
It, there was no hose; the Ignorance of the employesof the location of the Are escapes, and the
use of them; the danger or placing elevators besidestaircases, and tlie-great weight on the floors.
The Jury, after an absence of two honra, were

unable to agree, and requested permission to adjournuntil Monday. This request the Coroner
denied. They then requested permission to go to
dinner, and at half-past one they left, promising
to return at half-past two and consider their verdict.Promptly at the hour named the jurorsMessrs.Peter C. Harnum, R. S. Hoquet, W. M.
Kleiss, L. J. Philips, George Kuster, E.. Ketchcm
and James T. Whitlock.returned to the Coroner's
office, and Immediately assembled in a private
room, tfrhleh Coroner liorrman had specially set
apart for their use. After remaining closeted for
some time the jury entered, uud, to the surprise of
the reporters uud spectators, who had beeu ustonlshe.ilat the anxiety of the jury to be permitted
to suuil the free air, rendered tho iollowiug

vkkdiot:.
Krom the evidence, the Jury-find fhat Mary Jane

Stewart died irnm tmHocu'iun uud hum* in the fire orici-
Dating in tun tnird tloor ol noin-cs el. stand H*i <Vmro
street, in the pressroom ot Dun, barlow A Co.'s printing
establishment, on the tilth ol December, 1H7-, und tin*
the tire was caused by carelessly bringie.it light in < <)utaotwith benzine, an article which Dun, Barlow a Co.
have bceu in the habit ol' using tor cleaning their pressrollers. The jury sevuroly censure said Arm and their
I'oreiiinn, Joseph I'ayc.i, tor the practice ot entrustingsuch dangerous material to inexperienced persons, .'lie
jury condemn emphatically the coutinued use of such a
dangerous material in any printing establishment or anyfactory where inflammable material is used, even with
the best precautions, ior the testimony clearly provesthat the use of benzine tor cleaning presses and rollers
necessarily results in saturating the door, so that the
slightest spark coming In contact with the door Instantlyignites an unmanageable tire.
The jury also censure. Mussi*. Archer. Anderson A Co.

for neglecting, during their entire oceupaney of thlsbullding,to call the attention of their employes to the means
of escape from the building by the rtre-eseapes, and lor
not having examined these escapee with the view ot seeingthat they wero kept in proper order. I lie testimony
bows that tne few who had reached the lower balcony
by moana of the flre-escapo would have perished hut for
the tiuielv aid ot the persons who came lo their rescue
from the root of the adjoining building.the fact being
shown that from the lower balcony to tTie roof of tbe aajolningbuilding (a distance of about thirteen feet, or onu
storv) there was no llrc-escape. the drop.ladder lor this
last story being so aocured that it could not be brought
Into use.
The Jury recommend that nil employes should be Informedby their employers ol the location of the fire csIcapes, their position, use and manner of using them, by

proper printed notices being posted In all the workrooms.In all the workrooms in all th" buildings where
so many persons are employed lire plugs and hose should
he attached at each floor to the water pipes, and that
their use be lully explained to the employes by proper
notices to that effect.
The jury commend to the Fire Commissioners particularlythe services of John Mctiloin. wbo. hanging to the

"YVSHilwlj'j.Sy piThe lire escape, was the moans of savI!ng several wSrhiug girls. The jury suggest that all tire
escapes be frequently inspected by the proper autlmrlIa/\ thnt thf>v ii nil ill nthor nnnllitn.-fw ti»r cnvnnr

fillmnn life Tie kept In good order. They also suggest that
the floors of ail roofus where priming Is Mono or presses
useJ bo corercd with stone or iron, ami thut the celling
of mil factories should be ot corrugated iron.
Tliev also suggest that all elevators lie placed a* far as

possible ironi the staircases, as the evidence shows that
the lire tvas intensified by the extreme draught caused
by the proximity of the stairs to the elevators und thus
cut oil'tin- escape bv the stairs. They would also suggest
that in ail factories staircases be made of iron, cased with
corrug.ited Irou.
In conclusion they would commend Coroner Herman

In Ids action in taking upon himself to exhume the tiodles
ot tlie lire, and would recoiumenu thai sutllcient authority
lie given to the Kiro und I'oiice Departments to proceed
at once in such coses, and thus prevent the recurrence of
the painful fact o' sewn human beings lying under the
rutin of u burned building lor a number el days.
When the verdict was rendered there were in

attendance tit the Coroner's office no delegation to
cheer, but parties likely to be affected i>y the verdictwere present, and their iaces exhibited much
anxiety. AmonKtlie.se were officers of the BuildingDepartment, who awaited the verdict with
Interest.

ISrANTTf.lt SYMPATHV FOR THK VICTIMS.
Among the employes who lost their lives in the

building was a little boy named Bevlus, a nephew
of Captain Jolin Mount, one of the senior captuins
of the poliue force. Poor little Bevins' body was
scarcely recognizable, and the circumstances of
the finding of his body having appeared In the
Herald, a number of letters have been addressed
to the care of Captain Mount, inclosing money and
sympathetic expressions on the part of children.
'i'he following are given rs specimens of the sentimentsof the dear little children who have read or
the horror:.
Dkak Mr«. Bkviss.I'lease take this raon<v to buy a

Christmas present In memory of your good little hoy.
My |utpa gives me titty cents pocket money every week,
snd my grandpa often gives mc money and f w ill slurs
it with you. so that you mav teel thai thero is one more
only son to think or you. Yours truly.
New Vobe, Jan. 5, 1873. B. VAN A

Mr Dear Mrs. Banns.I am ten and m.v sister is seven;
but we leel Just as sorry as tf we were big people, and we
send you what we have left from our Christmas money.
We will pray to (iod to lake care of you, and fie will.
fastis loves little boys and girls, lor He said suffer little

children to come uuto Mo. forbid them not, for such is
the Kingdom of Heaven.and you ought to lie verv glad
he haa gone to Heaven.'cause there are so many wicked
peotde In New York. Your true trmuds,

Bid. MBALIE AND JESSIE.
Jo*. 4. 1873.

DETECTIVE DOINGS.
Prank fi. Teller was arrested yenterday afternoon

by dotectlves Heidelberg and Tilley, charged with
stealing goods valued at $500 from lllchard H*
Klla«, jeweller, on the corner of Broadway and HousJ
ton street. A portion of the property, valued at

$01, waa recovered by the detectives. Teller will
be sent before Judge Dowllng at the Tombs this
mnmlnir hv Cintsin IrVlntT. lilt WUS CllinlOVCd t)V
Mr. Kiias as a clerk ami watchmaker. The property
was found at his residence. No. 355 West Fourteenth
street.
Edward Keller was arrested yesterday by DetectiveFarleT. charge < I With perjury. It appears

that same time an Andrew Maine and John
Haaley were committed ta the Tombs on a

charge of buralarv. Not long slnee Hanley
got out on bail, aud Ills boudsman was Kclley.
a person, the police say, not entitled
to the privilege of going security for any one Ih
consequence of his social status. This becoming
known to Captain Irving he placed the mAtter in
the hands of Detective Farley, who soon ferreted
out the desired Mr. Kelley. It is time this system
of straw bail was done awoy with. This Is the first
case, and it Is to bo hoped Captain Irving will not
stop in tins good work until the entire batch ol
rogues Is captured.

HOW YOUHQ QIBL8 ABE EBTBAPPED.
tNkw York, Jan. 7, 1873.

T<» rat Editor or tiik Hkkald.-.
In looking over your paper I observed an In

» aertion for a teacher of French and music. Upot
) applying for It I was grossly Insulted by beinv
r offered $109 a sitting for my picture. I consider I
s only a subterfuge to entrap Innocent females. Thi
i place is on Sixth avenue.a room hung with dlf
j ferent paintings. If you wtll Insert this little nob

In vour paperlt may ne the mean.'' of preventlni
r nome virtuous girl irom uolng led aatray. Respect

fully, ONE WUO AI'PMKp.

JANUARY 11, 1873.-TR1I

THE NEW YOKE CANALS.

Report of the Auditor of the Canal Department

The following is a brlei synopsis or the financial
report. of Auditor Dayton The report is longthy,
ami we give only its main points

BBOKIPTS AND PAVMRNTS.
Total revenues of the canals lor fiscal
year ending September :w. 1872 iJ,07B.24T

Total payments for ordinary repairs, sal
ailos, Ac., for last fiscal year 1,875^079

Surplus revenues or the canals for last
fiscalyear $1,202,571I'iiis surplus revenue lius been set apart, in accordancewith the provisions of artielo 7 of the con

iitltutlon, to sinking tuna under section 2.
TOLLS KOK LAST M3CAL V KAR.

Toils collected for fiscal year of iS7a $3,060,328'lolls collected for ilsciU year 01 1871 2,813,686
Increase of 1872 $246,042

CANAL ANI> UKNKKAL KU.N1> II8IIT.
The canal dobt September 30,1872, was. .$11,306,680The general fund debt September to,

1862,was.̂ 3,088,626
Total canal and general fund debt $16,386,'206Total balauoe iu sinking funds 4,237,543
Total canal end general fund debt after
applying sinking tunds $11,147,660

CANAL IIKItT.
Stocks amounting to $2,257,000 were paid ou the

1st oi July last. The policy inaugurated in I860 of
paving that portion of the State debt that was
contracted before the passage ol the Legal Tender

uj wim Lou, 111 i;iuu( unn m:ru uuncrcu to. Alloilierportion of the canal debt, amounting to
$847,600, matured January 1,1878.

toi.us, ac.
The Auditor dwells at length on tlio subject of

tolls and the efforts which have been made to
withdraw the oommerce which naturally belongs
to the channels of this State for transportation. It
Is but common justice that the canals should bo
sclf-sapportlng and that so far us consistent with
other interests and other rights they should paythe debt incurred in their construction. This
right is recognized and sacredly established by the
constitution of 1846. Hut as the cauals were constructedfor oommerce rather than for reveune,the latter must be subordinate to other considerationsand tolls should he adjusted so as to
attract and not repol freight seeking transportation.Neither should the State exact Iroin the
carrier an undue proportion of his earnings by warof tolls, so as to leave him without a just anil
reasonable compensation for the means employedand for his services. There can be in the nature
of things no fixed and absolute stundard or tolls,but they must be adjusted from year to year and
from time to time to meet the various circum-'
stances and conditions.
The tolls at their present rate, assuming that the

tonnage is not decreased, will yield annually at
least $1,800,000 over and above the cost of superintendenceand repairs, which will extinguish the
canal debt by April 1, 1880. The surplus might veryeasily be Increased by bringing the cost of the
superintendence and repairs within proper limits,

kbi'aiks and hl'pbkintkndekck.
The cost of repairs and superintendence of the

canals lor the lust fiscal year has amounted to
$1,876,676 61. Various causes are mentioned under
una urmi on uaving com rnmwMi to waHie anil extravaganceIn the adminlst ration of thin branch of
the canul service and a thorough revision of the
whole system of canal repairs Is recommended.

OWNERSHIP OP THE CANALS.
Suggestions have been made that the caiftls

should be transferred to the federal government.
That the State will ever consent to transfer Its
ownership in the canals and yield up their control
aud management to the federal government or any
private corporation is not probable. Thoy were
constructed upon a system perfected In the curly
history of the State, with a view to the developmentof Its great resources and commercial advantages,and have vindicated the wisdom aud sound
policy of tuelr projectors. Having, unaided aud
without embarrassment, when Its resources and
wealth were undeveloped, expended many millions
In the construction of the canals, the state Is not
In a condition to ask another government or a privatecorporation to relieve It from the coraparaIlively trilling portion of the canal debt, yet to be
redeemed, and which the revenues of the canals
will, with the tolls at the present low rates, extinguishin less than fourteen years. II taxation were
necessary to cancel the debt (which cun never be
the case) a tax of seven and one-half mills upon
the dollar would discharge It in a single year. The
debt lurnishes no ground for the ahiuidoulug of the
canals to the United states or a private corporation.

STEAK ON TUB CAN Ala.
This subject Is considered in the report at. length,

and concludes as follows:."The act has bad the
effect anticipated. It lias called Into action the
inventive genius and mechanical skill of the cltl!/.ens of this and other states. It can hardly be
doubted that the result of the experiment now beingmade, and the inventions anil devices which
are nelug put to the test, will go far towards the
realization of the desires of ihclriendsof the ca;nals. Without anticipating the action of the reportof the very able commission, charged with
testing and examining the several processes and
Inventions which shall be submitted to them, It is
proper to sav that recent experiments have been
ol a character satisfactorily to show that the an-
plicatton of steam as a motive power lor the propulsionof iKiats is feasible, and that it can be appliedwithout seriously Interfering with the towageof ihc boats or damaging the bank's or walls of
the canals, and so as to secure a much greater
speed than has been attained hitherto.''

I.ATKRAI, CAS A IS.
The expenditures lor the ordinary repairs and

collection of tolls of the lateral canal's for tiie last
fiscal year exceeded their Income by *577,181,
which sum was charged to the account of the Erie
and Cham plain canals. The total deficiencies thus
drawn from the tolls «f the Erie and Chainplaln
canals sluce ls-io to maintain their works now airIgrcg.ite f!».')!s,087, or nearly the amount ol the
present canal debt, after applying the balance In
the sinking funds. These deficiencies do aot include
the sums expended lor extraordinary repairs and
raised by taxation.

THE BUSINESS SEASON OP 1872.
After considering the subjects of Ordinary Reipairs," "New Reservoirs" and the "Canal Between

Buffalo and Black Rock," Ac., the report concludes
as fellows

I'D to the time of the breaking out of the disease
among the horses the tolls collected vtere In excessol those received at a corresponding date in
ls71. The epidemic commenced at a time when
the canals were taxed to their utmost capacity
with freight, and continued until the close of navigation.flic loss to the State in tolls resulting
irom this cause was undoubtedly larg". The

I season of navigation just closed was about twenty
days shorter than that ol the previons year; yet
the receipts will nearly, if not quite, equal those of
the season of 1871.
Two breaks occurred on section 3 of the Erlo

Canal cariy in the season.one at Elg Nose, near
ispraker's, and the other at Port Jackson. They
were promptly repaired. Other breaches have
occarred on the different canals, but of much less
magnitude and causing no serious delays to navi1gatiou.
The day fixed by the Canal Commissioners lor

closing the canals was the Oth of December, unt the
cold weather interrupted navigation more or less
a lew days prior to that time. Nearly ail the boats,
however, safely reached their destination.

JONATHAN OLDBICK ON «OV RNOR DIX'S
UMAfiE.

The Canals, Banking and Sew YoYk
Improvements.

To OOVKKNOR liix:.
I have read your message to the legislature

with much satisfaction, and 1 claim the privl.
lege or a friendly acquaintance of half a centuryfor the remarks I am about to matte. Your

opinions, observations and recommendations, witli
few exceptions, accord with my own, ami, I*think,
will be accepted as public opinion. Your reference
to the commerce and business of Sew York is es

pecialiy opportune. You say truly that othei
States as well as Canada are using unwonted and
praisewortny efforts to secure the trade that ap
pears to belong to our State.
The building of locks for steamers of 800 torn

burden on the Canada side, between Lakes Erie
and Ontario, will make the necessity more palpable
of an unmedla'e connection between the waters o:

the St. Lawrence and the Hudson River, for steam
ers of the same size, through Lake Champiain.

T.ui, ."el- u/hnn nr.mnlnl oil will tffi'.nm Mlistl

what I pressed strongly upon onr Legislature when
the enlargement ot onr canals was under console

ration, in 1*18. Tr at that time locks at the Falls o

Niagara had be.ca built lor steamers or sou torn

burden, and a <aual built of the same dimension!
ftom the St. I.awrt nee to the Uudson, we shouh!

have secured transportation from Chicago to Nets
York at about one-ttyrd of the present cost. Thli

' work would not have cost one-half the outlay madi
upon our enlarged canal, and wonld have secure'

beyond any competition the trade of New fori
with the West, lunulas' Political consideration:
demanded that all outlays should be confined ti
our canals, and thus the West and the Fast war
sacrificed.
You have omitted to refer to one small change It

our trade with tlie West that will make a grea
saving in exponas upon Western produce.

f change which will be asked for by our people b
t petition l" the Jjogwlaturc, and which, If made
s will work tan groat and important results.

The work hi the Fast (liver at fleil (fate, wide
s is being dune by order of Congress, remlera th
I opening of the llariem River a necessity. Th
i* tows from Albany would tlins save a distance <

arc nailosarouAU IM M"*ud </l MOV toil

'LB SHEET.
ami join the European and New England trade atth»> most economical and convenient point forshipment on the East River. The saving by thisshort cut will be equal to one-tliird the freightfrom llutralo. Here then, by an expenditure ofat>out three or four hundred thousand dollars, youwill benefit the West and New York city more thanthe outlay of two millions on our canals. Thissmall work will solve another problem suggestedby you. You say that "during the last ten yearsthe pooutatlon of New Jersey has increased at therate of thirty-five per cent, while ours has Increasedat the rate of thirteen per cent." This is true, andwhy is this sot because New York oity has bocnbnllt"wrong end foremost." The Harlem River should
have been opened to cotnmeroc from the Hudson to
the East River when our canals were built, in iS'Jft.
'Ihen this river would have become the centre of our
tfailc with the West, and our population would
have extenued south on our island and north on
Westchester county. All the increase or population
and wealth ivonld have been within our State, and
Wrtlliri liauo i.ii.I.i lit* r.mrn Ih«n Hio thlrl».(l»» nnr

cent or population that our fatal mistake has
thrown Into New Jersey. At. Mils lime there la
more than hall a million of population in New
Jersey that should have been loeatod in Westchester.If the legislature shall cause this small cut to
lie made wllhm twelve months your wish will
he gratified, lor the natural increase of populationIn Westchester county will lie equal to hall a
hundred thousand per annum, and helore ten
years we may see a dense population on streets
and avenues that will exteud ten miles north or
the Hailcni [liver.
You have referred in your message to the proprietyof a circulating medium in specie. You arc

aware that I was largely instrumental in devising
and establishing the systems of hanking in this
State and the Union, and that ( have advocated
the present system of currency as the true policy
for our country. As tills question demands carefulconsideration, I propose to make it the subject
of anothor communication. Respectfully yours,
4(5., JONATHAN OLDUUOK.

BROOKLYN AFFAIRS,

Policy Players Caught,
Justice Dclmar yesterday committed Uarrtjt Wallaceand a man named llasscn, policr dealers, to

await the action of the (irand Jury. They were arrestedat No. f>» Union street, on Thursday night,
wlicro they wero conducting the "litUo game."
The arrest of these parties leaves the Third precinctclear of gambling places.

Cock Fighters Held for the Grand Jury.
The police of the Butler street station recently

made a descent on a cock pit maintained by exDOliccScrireaut Kane at the corner of Columbia
and Congress streets, and arrested the proprietor
and thirty-four other parties who were witnessing
a "main." Yesterday the prisoners were before
Justice Delmar, who held each of them to bail in
$r>oo to await the action ot the (fraud Jury. The
police express their determination to break up
cock lighting entirely in lirooklyn.

The (fa* Question.
Application will bo made to the Legislature early

this session for the appointment of a bureau to
supervise the affairs of the Brooklyn gas companies.Their rates are extortionatcly high, and
that, too, under a pretended reduction efTeeted last
year in the price of gas. Complaint upon the subjectis general. The Illuminative properties of the
light, are exceedingly poor, and there is no redress
for the cousumcrs save that which a stringent enactmentof tiie Legislature faithluily administered
may afford. The gas companies' bills against the
city for the month of December amounts to $cu,ooo.

Jail Supplies.
The cost or shoes supplied the Raymond Street

Jail lor the use of prisoners last year was $1.2113;
for blankets $078 was expended, and tor calicoes
ami cottons, $5r.o. The prisoners confined at the
jail at various periods during the year numbered
about eight thousand. Their cost to the county
was $77,000. At the last meeting of the Board of
Supervisors one ol the members condemned the
custom of providing discharged prisoners with
shoes and calicoes, as being an encouragement to
vice. The Jail authorities, on the contrary, consider
It a humane custom lo furnish unfortunate prisonerswith shoes or a dress when they aro Ulsenarged.
The Alrtcrmnnic Bridge Investigation.
Aldermen Rod mail, Ropes and MeUroarty, the

committee appointed at tnc mm meeting ui mo

Common Council to investigate the affairs of the
New York Bridge Company. will commence their
labor next week. The committee state, however,
that tliey do not nee what, can be accomplished by
them. TUey say that, three reports have already
been made by tho Bridge Commit tecs, and as those
reports do not charge fraud the Aldermen appear
to be at a loss to comprehend what \n expected of
them. All the? desire Is au economical expenditureo( the people's money, which they believe
thev will have. They are anxious not to retard
such a great work.

Clitrgr of Arson.
Ftrc Marshal Ready made an investigation yesterdaytouching the origin of a tire in a stable occupiedby John Preston, in the rear or Nos. 7H2 and

7<t4 Fulton avenue. The Marshal, upon visiting the

promises, ascertained that a tire had been kindled
under a wagon in the stable, and isuud a matchboxand some rcmtiunts of a newspa*
per saturated with oil on the door. It
seems that the premises N'o. 704 Fulton avenue
are occupied by one JMBM W. Stewart, a
liquor dealer, who lias an insurance oi $S00 on
stock, of which he has about ten dollars' worth.
The Marshal also learned that the newspaper, por-
tlons of which were found in the stable, had been
purchased by the bartender, T. J. Itutterworth, on
Sunday. A quantity ol match boxes similar to
the box found in the stable were found in the bar-
room, and Mr. Ready, deeming that he would bo
Justified in having Stewart taken into custody,
made a complaint against him beiore Justice
Walsh, who committed him to answer.

Proposed Increase of the Fire lirpart-
mrnti

Ttie question of the proponed increase or the
Fire Department In being agitated in Brooklyn.
KxCommlsstoner Campbell in of the opinion that
the present high rate of taxation will admit, of
such an Indulgence, He believes that fvo now

Atacskelg engines shonlrt be procured, which can

be built for fo.MO each. One of these he would
put in the engine-honse in Pierrepont street;
another in Herkimer street; another In Van
Brunt street, near Hamilton avenuo: another
in tnc wtirehonsc district, WiilinrnNburg,and another either at (Jrecnpoint
or in the Fifth ward. There is no necessity for an
increase ol the force. Mr. Campbell oelieves that
volunteers could be summoned at any great tire,
whose services would answer every purpose
requisite. He considers the present Fire Departmentthe most efficient In the country. and that It
Is lar superior to New York, t hief Engineer
Nevins lie eulogt/es as fearless, eaerg"tlc, eicar
beaded and cool uud equal to two companies himself.Ten thousand dollars should be spent in iuicreasing the namiter of tire signal stations, vrliic!i
are uow too (ar apart.

Bart Bourbon ahil Krrotrae.
»h» r.iirht of November :ifi a woman named

Margaret Bradley was lonnd lying bleeding in tbc
area way of 43 Front street. She was insensible
irom a fearfnl beating which, it was alleged, she had
received at the hands oi one Hugh Barr an<l liia wife,

[ who lived in the basement of the above-numbered
domicile, where she had been visiting. The assault
was committed with a heavy wooden potato
masher. The woman lingered. between life
and death for several days at .the City
Hospital. Barr was taken into custody at
ihe time, but was yesterday released, his
victim having recovered her health. He deter1rained upon making an ovation upon his rctnrn
irom ''durance vile.'' Accordingly, after his own

p> nliar and depraved laablon, be procured half a
gallon of vile stufr, called bad bourbon. Thus supplied,he cansed his wife to invite several ir.cnda
to their basement and partake of the liquid bounty
which he had purchased. There were present at
the drinking which ensued Rose (his wife). Miss
Baker, Husan McFadden aud Bridget ttaiwey. A
horrible social reunion ensued. The maddening
potion was drunk until the worst passions of the
liberated felon found vent in a desperate quarrel
with Rose, in his frenzy he seized a glass
lamp which was filled with kerosene oil and was
upon the mantelpiece. He deliberately poured the
contents of the lamp over the red hot stove, about
which the women were grouped. Some of th«e
burning fluid fell ou the girl Baker's 'clothes and
the Haines from the stove set Arc to her dress. The
Other females fled, in their terror rendering no as!slstanco to the unhappy girl, who was so badly
burned that her recovery la despaired of. The
police of the Second precinct arrested Barr anil

fj conveyed the victim to the city Hospital. The
other guests of Barr were also taken into custody.

1 POLICE MATTERS.
r The following communication from the Heard or

i Fire commuwrtonera wan receive! yeatcrdnj by Uic

5 Hoard of Police
I lion. IIkkbv Smith, PUMonrr or thb Board or Policb

t.oaeiuioarR.t
l am--At a m.-erinq held on the Rtli Inat. the following

preamble and rcaolutioa* were adopted .

Whcreaa. uumcroua complaints nave been mado that
1 policemen, upon the discovery of a (Ire. instrad ol palling
E the box nearent raid Ore, are In the habit of going v.- the

atatlon houae to report it hclore ending out an alarm,
U therebvoccasioning delay, therefore holt
, Hetolved, That the Police Department he reqnanted to
* Instruct the member* of the force that In all canes where
a they discover a tire to pull the nearest box and remain
I there until the arrival nt the flrat apparatus, la order to
>, designate to them th" exact, locality 01 the tire and thou

to make whatever report they may deem desirable
jj*. K WlllTK, Secretary,

o In itnawor to this communication the Police Comomlssfonern deaired t he HroComiiMaslonors to point
if out. apodal cases ot delinquency in the sutUfct had
ta tu<q wwjm tittn tn«m.

V

______
n

A MUNICIPAL PICKLE.

The Difference* Between the flompfvinlcr ami
the Department of Duck*.

A Decision Which Is No Decision- The Treamry
of the Docks Completely Empty -Nearly All
the Workmen of the Department Dischargedand the Legislature Alone

Powerful to Decide the iaaaa.

It seems that, after alt, very little can !>e ssut in
favor of the Prear Charter, about wtucn ho mnrh
initiation was gone into at the time of its passage,
nearly three yearn ago. Under its mystic language
the Department of Docks ih in snob a pickle tli.it it
seems improbable any amount of law oaken about
It can do any good.
A recent article in the ilaitAi.o showed pretty

thoroughly how hampered the Department of
Docks had been in (tn operationn for the pant yea*
or no, Indeed ever Hinco Mr. Green came infe*

power.
It was thus, at last, tliat, driven to desperation,

the Commissioners ol Docks resolved to seek a

mandamus compelling the Comptroller to uav
them the sum which the law directed they slioubf
have when necessary. Hut. in law there an- always
two sides to a question, aud

TN^amciALiTias pwren ovhrriimi
honest right. Judge l.eoaard, in giving his d'-'Usionon the application for a mandamus, began l»y
saving that though there was noquestion t hat, Uu*
makers of the law inoant that the ConniiiHSioaers
of Docks, who were invested wit.ti very extenslm
powers, should receive (heir money iii hulk, sua
t hov liuil lailnti tf\ ha diiOimnnlli' ovtilicif mi flu*

subject, so much so Mutt, tlie comptroller was

justified in demanding to see the'items or the <iisburaements,instead of paying the money over in
bulk. Undoubtedly the Commissioners bad tho
riglit, the Judge said, of getting money on their
requisition, aud by having the signatures or tbo
Commissioners or the Kinking Fund attached to
the requisition. Nor was it naoosHary to get Uie
signatures attached to cacti particular item,
but to a general bill. Judge Leonard then went onto
say that, bad the Commissioners, in making their

application for a mandamus, given at the sanm
time a hill or partioulars, tun action might stand;
but that in simply demanding a sum in bulk, with
out specirylng lor what purpose, the Commission
ors were not really betorc the Court.
This decision, while virtually supporting the

ground wliicU the Conimlssiouers had taken, practicallywas adverse to thuin, and places them in, it
possible, a worse position than over; but it now

they
DIKKHK KitDM TIIH DROIHION

and refuse to act under it, the opposite side can

say they refuse to act in accordance with- the law,
and uninitiated people will readily behove it at
first sight. Mid yet what a pitiful plight it put*
them in!

In tlio first place, the Commissioners luve held
all along ins Judge Leonard says the law undoubtedlymeant) that to do that work properly they
should have their money lu bulk, and riot in par
eels, for only in this way can they make contractu
advantageous to the city. No estimates of does
building unless in lite llrsl place exorbitant ever
came np to the reality. It is a work about which
even the most expert are always at fault. There
are portions of

tub nomcs now buii.dino
where the soft mud sunk dowu tifty feet. Much
work sometimes costs live times the estimate.

In the second place, in the purchases oi dockago
In this city, where the signatures of the Commissionersui the .sinking Fund were necessary, the
Doek Commissioners have had considerable dirflciiityin getting them, and this wheu the Cominis/.»Mm t;ini/ii..r l«'im<1 ufi»ri> ratlit»r tuiii Uili*

tliau otherwise. Now tlio Dock commissioner*
say tlio Comptroller and the Mayor, being both
Commissioners on he Sinking Kund, can very easily
refuse their Btgnatures altogether, which or itaeit
Is almost a certain death to any requisition* Uiej
may make.

it may tie readily seen then that the decision oi
Justice Leonard really is only

A UI.OW TO T1IE IIOCK COMMISSIONERS,
instead of hcing a nelp to them, a* it looks at Brat
tight.

I'lio next move of the Commissioners, therefore,
will he to send a committee to call upon the Comptrollerand ask him ty furnish suillcient money for
the ruuuing expenses of the Hoard.that Is, to pay
the laborers on the docks, the engineers. Ac.;
and also a sum 01 $;$!,Has, which has been due for
some tine, but which Mr. Qreeo has not Men tit M
pay. The money is now Urgently demanded by Uhj
creditors and tlio Department ol Dock, which ha*
always been known us one of the promptest paying
ones in the city, aud the immediate conseiiMeue-c u»
that It will sink to

tuk pisokackeul level
of some of tne others, where men have to wait
months, and perhans years, for money they liave
lionesllv earned. This is another result 01 mistakeneconomy, for men of business who wait for
payment cannot be expected to furnish tilings at
the same price as those vyno can get immediato
payment.

In the last meeting or the Hoard Commissioner
Wood proposed the lollowing resolution, winch was
adopted"Resolved, That the report qi trie AuditlugCommittee be adopted and that the treasurer
be lustructcu to p&v the various small bills under
audit, Nob. 1. iv. to 1,'aio (amounting in all to $794),
lor rations ol crews, or tugs and dredges, transportationof surveying parties, janitor's fees.
premium for insurance. ami so lorih, ami. tuat the
remainder or the bills audited. numbered from
j,5ol to 1,527, inclusive, ami amounting, to $31,mm,
lie. paid as noon as the treasurer receives tunas
from Comptroller."

It was in accordance with thin that a. committee
was appointed to wait on the Comptroller. It is
more thau probable that he will

pit run commiti kk off.
in one of his wouderlully vague addresses, ami
then the Dock Department will literally have
become a very handsome ornament to the city, but
certainly nothing more.
Uut the department will fortunately have one resource,that of again appealing to tho Courts, ami

It is r.liis which it will do. Judge Leonard in hisdecisionsuvs that It Is not to the preju lice of
another action, ami no doubt If the department
was to put fu a bill of particulars with lis applicationor a matidaruasi it might meet with better
success.
Ah already foretold in the previous-article on the

riocjcs in the IDsuald, the Commissioners have
been obliged to

HldCHABGK MANY OP TI1K HANDS
in their employ, producing widespread suffering,
especially at this period of the year, it was only
last week that the Commissioners requested GeneralMeCleilan to discharge all men who were nut
absolutely necessary to him. so that the works
now :n progress need not. suffer materially, ami
ieueral McClellan, the Kngtaeer-ui-Clucf. compiled.ThU was, of course, only doue under
the pressure oi necessity. The Comiuissloneni
have been becotniug shorter and shorter oi money
every week, until at present tliey actually luwve
only f.;,uco in bank, and without prospect or receivingmore. For one of the most important, of
the departments in a great city like this such a
showing seems absurdly ridiculous, bat It has the
merit of be lug true.
(m November IS the pa'-maul of 2SK men (or two

weeks was *7,241. On November 3D, of 272, aPnu.lv
twenty men less, $0,379. On Dcooaber 14, of 215
men. $5,034, and the last fortnightly payment was
made ou December 2S, an 1 the following is

TUB OFFICIAL PAY ROLL
of the department

Jf'n. dat/notI.
Pier At Wejrf Twenty fourth utreat. 3a$j*»
I'ier at Christopher street. 5 tt
Removing piles at pier 33 North Rive* tUi
Drawing spuds nt dredge*. 8fcj
File driver. No. 1 3 53
Pile driver. N'o. S 3 7U
Field corps aud bureau of oiigltieoL-*.... l-'S

Totulj uo

At present the work is still joint} on it the Bat- i
tery, and promised to continue i'or unite time. ({
Tlio pier now apppurs Tor soiQc foot or two ai>ova f
the water, and seems to be a One pice at masonry. )
Hut it is lamentable to think t-tiar this is all that S
has been done lu threo years, and "hat lial the i'
Commissioners received, the money the law allowed .*
them the work at present might have stretched
p<frhap8 up to Canal street. And It is, I?

8TIM. MOKil LAXKNTABLV j,i
to think that all this great work-the proa-
pertty 01 the cltv.denenda upon a mere noil. t:
and that men who .lave not realty the cttv'a
interest at heart have the power to do "jr
undo as they please the material helps to
its prosperity, without any power to prevent auok
a consummation. A tnisunnerstj^ding has srl>.*o
between those two important departments. ,:n<l
now the LeglsUtur* must step- in atv-' take the
matter in hand to ad,ust one- way <>r another.to
decide which langbt, the Comptroller or the com
missloners. As matters at present stand u is a.
deadlock between then, In wiUeh neiMwr win «*r».
way and which both c.oucolvi* tneutsoives eijuallp,
right. AM It Is, no doubt, probsole thai beiorn.
the courts of isw caa even luqutye int* the tight
between them oar hegisiaiors si Alhaiu will hara
already taken cagnl/anco of the matter in the uera

chartor, which it is e spooled wl« he themam cum

ncBS of the gentlemen at Albany On* year.

ASOTHEft PKI3B FlflHT.

Jack Conway, of Scranwn, ami William «Mute«m
of Binghami »«> have wet land signed articles M

Ovht in the prisa riug within one hundred wiles

HcruktbK Clh. bit t«J I4>dh» of March.
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